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Objectives of the Five Year Movement 

We print below a document which has been issued 
by the Executive Committee of the N. C. C. The general 
objectives of the movement as adopted in 1929 are re- 
printed, followed by an attempt to formulate more con- 
crete objectives to be realized during the next three 
years. 

It will be observed that these are in terms of a 
local church. The Executive Committee commends them 
to the careful attention of all church denominations co- 
operating in the Five Year Movement. Two suggestions 
are made as to their application. First, “the local church” 
is not considered by every denomination to be the unit 
of church life, especially in rural districts. The normal 
unit is sometimes a Parish or Circuit which includes a 
number of smaller centers of work. Secondly, it may 
seem good strategy to select certain places on which 
to concentrate more closely and demonstrate what can 
be achieved along these lines, rather than try to advance 
along the whole line at once. 


It is hoped however that leaders of the churches will 
not too easily give up the purpose of the Five Year 
Movement, by the grace of God to arouse and inspire 
the whole church in every part to new life, and bring the 
Christian message effectively to bear on others by exten- 
sive evangelistic work. These objectives are not so elab- 
orate as they may at first appear. They can be applied 
in rural areas among quite simple people. Much depends 
on the faith and enterprise of those who apply them. 
If it cannot be done this year let us lay plans this year 
to do it next year, and the following year, so that by the 
end of 1934 the whole church may be quickened in the 
spirit of the prayer “O Lord, revive Thy church beginning 
from me.” 


There have been eight points of emphasis in the 
Five Year Movement promoted nationally by commit- 
tees and secretaries of the churches and of the N. C. C. 
In the formulation of the objectives given below, these 
emphases are combined and integrated as parts of one 
whole. Nationally we may have to specialize ; locally we 
should coordinate. At present the work of the Committee 
on Christianizing Economic Relations is more a matter 
for national than for local promotion. The other seven 
emphases can be thought of in terms of a local unit—the 
four themes of Devotional Life and Evangelism, Reli- 
gious Education, Literacy and Stewardship, and the three 
special fields of Rural Work, the Home and Youth-and- 
the-Church. 


The observance of the church year is an essential 
part of this scheme and a church calendar is being pre- 


, pared for 1933. 


General Objectives, as adopted at Hangchow 
May 1929 

1. The cultivation among Christians of ‘a deeper 
knowledge of Christ; of a more intimate fellow ship with 
Him, and of a more courageous following of Him in all 
the relationships of life. 

2. The carrying out of a vigorous evangelistic pro- 
gram in the hope that within the next five years the num- 
ber of Christians will at least be doubled. 

Suggested Objectives for a Local Church 
in 1932, 1933, 1934 

Each church denomination may aim to promote 
these objectives in every local church within its area, 
or may decide to select certain churches where the whole 
program can be applied and others where only part of 
it shall be attempted. 

I. To approach all members of the church one by 
one, and enlist as many as possible into groups that will 
encourage one another 

(a) in daily habits of Bible reading and prayer. 

(b) in some form of voluntary service of the church 
and of the community. 

(c) in winning non-Christians to a personal faith 
and life in Christ and to membership of the Christian 
fellowship which is the Church. , 

Il. To establish in each church 

(a) a well-organized and improved Sunday school 
(if possible extending to week-days) with classes, clubs 
or group work with children, young people and adults. 

(b) short term classes for the instruction and 
inspiration of members and inquirers. 

(c) one or more literacy classes, open also to non- 
Christians, which all illiterate inquirers and members 
should be encouraged to attend. 

(d) the training of fathers and mothers for Chris- 
tian parenthood. 

(e) opportunities for wholesome recreation. 

(f) a better-trained voluntary leadership. rom 
each local church at least two persons should be given an 
opportunity to receive some elementary training before 
the end of 1934. 

III. To establish in the homes of church members 
the practice of regular family worship and the nurture 
of children in the Christian way of harmony and service. 
An effort shall be made to win non-Christian members 
of the family for Christ with special emphasis on the 
winning of parents of children connected with the Chris- 
tian Church. 

IV. To establish the observance of the Chufch 
Year by the use of a calendar which will include the 
great Christian festivals, the seasons, appropriate 
Chinese customs and other special days or weeks. 
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Wednesday, June 1 5, 1932 


The Executive Meets 


Sixteen members, ten secretaries and the honorary 
secretary attended the semi-annual meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee May 4th to 6th at the Missions Building, 
Shanghai. Four vacancies on the Executive were filled 
by the election of Dr. A. J. Fisher to succeed Dr. A. R. 
Kepler (on furlough); Rev. C. K. Lee to succeed Rev. 
Tsu Chi-wu, resigned; Dr. King Chu to succeed Dr. 
— Y. Lee, resigned: and Rev. T. C. Wu in place of 

ev. Handel Lee (absent from China). Acceptances 
have been received from these members. 

Mr. Lobenstine and Bishop Wang were asked to 
attend the meeting of the International Missionary Cou- 
neil at Herrnhut, Germany, June 23-July 4, and Mr. 
Lobenstine sailed on the Empresss of Asia” May 23rd 
for that purpose. (Bishop Wang has since cabled that 
he cannot go and Dr. C. L. Hsia, now in London, has 
consented to serve). 

Detailed reports of the progress of the Five Year 
Movement were made and suggestions given as to ways 
in which the N.C.C. might assist in its promotion. 
Definite objectives for a local church in connection with 
the Movement were approved and are published else- 
where in this Bulletin. Approval was given to the plan 
of a suggested calendar for local churches, and the 
calendar was referred to the meeting of the N.C.C.R.E. 
for further consideration. 

Plans for the utilization of the time of Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones in China were approved and were referred to a 
Central Committee of Arrangements with power to act. 
This Committee as appointed consists of Dr. R. Y. 
Lo, Miss M. A. Frame, Dr. J. C. Hawk, Rev. T. Cocker 
Brown, Miss Shao, Mr. O. R. Magill, Rev. E. S. Yai, 
Dr. T. C. Bau, Dr. T. C. Fan and Rev. H. H. McMillan. 

By invitation, Mr. Garfield Huang of the National 
Anti-Opium Association outlined the present status of the 
Opium question in China, and it was voted to reorganize 
the Anti-Narcotic Committee of the N.C.C. to keep the 
churches informed of the situation, to promote anti- 
narcotic education and to study the relation of the 
N. C. C. to other organizations interested in opium sup- 
pression. 

A Committee on Youth was appointed, composed of 
Mr. S. C. Leung, chairman, Rev. S. R. Anderson, Rev. 
Z. H. Tong, Mr. Woodrow Gin, Rev. Samuel Shen, 
Mr. T. Y. Chow and Miss S. C. Ting. 

On recommendation of the physician, Dr. Cheng. 
the General Secretary of the Council, was given an ex- 
tended leave of absence for six months to enable him 
to take a complete rest. Miss Kuan's resignation was 
accepted to take effect in August, when she will proceed 
to America for two years of study. Arrangements for 
a secretary for the Committee on Christianizing Economic 
Relations to succeed Prof. J. B. Tayler, whose two 
years term service 1s at an end were considered. A re- 
quest was made for an extension of the term of service 
of Miss Nina M. Stallings who was loaned for a year by 
the Southern Methodist Church and an invitation was 
extended to a lady in China to succeed Miss Stallings 
as a secretary of the Committee on Christianizing the 
Home. 

Various committees were asked by the Executive 
Committee to discuss the present national and interna- 
tional situation and to take steps to promote an educa- 
tional campaign which should deal not only with internal 
and international affairs, but with the Christian message 
as related thereto. 


Careful consideration was given to the financial 
position of the Council. It was noted that anticipated 
income from contributing societies abroad would show 
a decrease of several thousand dollars during 1932-33; 
that charges for rent, printing, postage and general 
expenses were steadily rising and that additional gifts 


of $13,000 local currency would be required to balance Uy 


the budget, unless drastic cuts in staff, travel expenses 
and in publication were undertaken. The normal re- 
ceipts from all sources were estimated at $69,000 and 
expenditures (at the present rate) at $82,000. The 
Executive Committee urged that efforts be made to 
broaden the supporting constituency of the Council, and 
to keep expenses as low as possible. 

The tentative date of the next meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee was set for November 2-4, 1932. 


National Committee for Christian Religious 
Education in China 


The second full meeting of the N. C. C. R. E. was 
held on May 10-12, 1932 at St. John’s University, Shang- 
hai, the first mecting of the ey committee 
having been held in July 1931. ¢ propose to give a 
brief outline, in almost telegraphic form, and in the first 
person plural, of items of news that will interest the 
readers of this Bulletin. 

Eleven church denominations and national Chris- 
tian organizations sent their clected representatives, nine- 
teen in number. 


Six visitors were invited to sit with the committee. 
These, with seven secretaries of the N. C. C. and C. C. 
E. A., three secretaries of the N. C. C. R. E. and one 
D. V. B. S. secretary brought the total attendance to 36, 
for all or a part of the time. 

Objectives for the Five Year Movement were con- 
sidered. Our share as educators will be specially con- 
cerned with two things: Sunday schools, which are not 
limited to Sunday nor to children; and training of 
workers to do the job. We aim at a Sunday school 
and at least two trained workers in every local church 
by the end of 193. 

To train these workers the steady promotion of local 
institutes (short term schools) and constant supervision 
are required. This process has already begun. 

To develop leaders for this local training work, ad- 
vanced regional institutes are to be held according to a 
three year plan: 

1932 Oct. 4-13 

1933 Spring 


Hupei, Hunan 

N. Fukien ( Foochow ) 
S. Fukien (Amoy) 
Lingtung (Swatow) 


Summer Kiangsi 
Autumn Szechwan ? 
1934 Winter Vacation East China 
Szechwan ? 
Spring Shantung 
Autumn Manchuria 
1935 Spring Kwangtung (Canton) 


In these conferences leaders who are doing the local 
work will confer together to make their work more effec- 
tive. Middle school workers to be invited also. 

Dr. Luther A. Weigle of Yale has been invited to 
come to China in the summer of 1933. If he can ac- 


cept, he will meet members of the N. C. C. R. E. and 
other specially invited workers, 
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Chinese Church” has sold well. 


The better training of pastors is essential. Courses 
in religious education are being developed in various 
seminaries. Conversations are proceeding as to how 
this work may be better coordinated. A national school 
of religious education is being discussed. 

Groups are at work on curriculum and materials. 
Reports of progress were encouraging. 

A. Children’s group under the direction of Miss 
Nowlin and Miss Gregg. By the end of the Five Year 
Movement period it is our aim to produce religious edu- 
cation material for Beginners and all six years of pri- 
mary work, for use on Sundays and week days. The 
first volume (second year primary) should be published 
this September. Others will follow. 

B. The Young People’s group is divided into three 
sections. The curriculum for Middle School religious 
education is under the direction of a Foochow group, led 
by Mr. Stowe. Church centered work for youth in cities 
is under the leadership of Rev. Quentin Huang of Nan- 
chang, and Dr. V. S. Han of the N. C. C. Youth Com- 
mittee. Rural youth is being cared for by a Nanking 
Seminary group led by Rev. Frank Price. Certain 
materials are already worked out and publication will 
follow in due course. 

C. Adult work is receiving attention in three 
groups, Rural adults at Nanking, under Mr. Price; the 
illiterate inquirer, at Wuhu, where a Sheng Kung Hui 
group is holding a conference in July; and traming for 
Christian parenthood, in Nerth China, where Mr. Liu 
I-hsin and Miss Highbaugh are at work on the prep- 
aration of materials. 

A catalogue of existing materials that can be re- 
commended will shortly be published, with an order form 
for purchasing books through the Kwang Hsuch Publish- 
ing House, 44 Peking Road, Shanghai. 

The Corley Report, “Religious Education in the 
The first English edi- 
tion of 1000 has been disposed of and is now reprinted 
(price $3.00). Of the Chinese edition more than 600 
copies have been sold (price $1.00). 

The former D. V. B. S. committee has requested the 
N. C. C. R. E. to take over its work. Mr. T. T. Chiu is 
carrying on the promotion for this summer, and the 
handbook has been reprinted. 

The Religious Education Fellowship, founded at 
the All-China Conference in 1931, has now 204 mem- 
bers. Some local fellowships have been formed. Groups 
of members plan to get together informally at summer 
resorts this year. 

In order to make a beginning with self-support the 
N. C. C. R. E. is endeavoring to raise at least $2,000.00 
in China for the current year. This is all the more 
essential as any large measure of help from abroad can 
not be relied on. Subscriptions and donations are urgent- 
ly needed to carry forward this developing work. 

The World's Sunday School Association which sent 
out Dr. Corley to China has given much help and en- 
couragement. The N. C. C. R. E. is asking the W. S. S. A. 
for recognition and affiliation at the coming meeting of 
the Executive Committee and Convention at Rio (Brazil) 
in July of this year. Dr. C. S. Miao has sailed as our 
representative to Rio. 

The provisional constitution of the N. C. C. R. E. 
was revised at this meeting of the Committee, to har- 
monize it with developments during the year. The China 
Christian Educational Association decided last autumn 
to regard the N. C. C. R. E. as its Council of Religious 
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Education and assigned part of the time of Dr. Miao for 
the purpose. Miss Nowlin also becomes a member of our 
staff. The N. C. C. R. E. thus has a double relationship, 
to the N. C. C. and to the C. C. E. A., being a unifying 
link between the two and having its work well integrated 
with all the work of the churches and of the schools. 


For the N. C. C., Mr. Rees has been assigned to this 
work, while the secretaries of the Home and Youth 
Committees are cooperating where their work is con- 


cerned. 
Dr. Stanley Jones’ Visit 


Plans for the visit of Dr. Stanley Jones to China 
are being shaped up under the direction of Dr. H. H. 
Tsui. Preliminary visits are being made by secretaries 
of the N.C.C. to the centers where work will be car- 
ried on, in order to set up the arrangements to be 
handled by local workers. The tentative schedule 
which is printed below is subject to change in the 
light of the situations discovered in the course of these 
visits and local conferences. The themes to be 
stressed in these conferences are indicated in several 
instances. Inquiries regarding further details should 
be addressed to Dr. H. H. Tsui, 23 Yuen Ming Yuen 
Road, Shanghai. 
Tentative Schedule for Dr. E. Stanley Jones 
Aug. 16-14, Perping, Employed Officers’ Con- 
ference Y.M.C.A. 
Aug. 27-Sept. 4, Moukden, (Rural and Literacy). 
Sept. 7-16, Peiping. 
Sept. 19-26, Tsinanfu, (Home and Rural). 
Oct. 413, Wuchang, (N.C.C.R.E. and Home). 
Oct. 17-25, Nanking, (Youth). 
Oct. 28-Nov. 2, Shanghai. 
Nov. 4-10, Ningpo, (Gen. Workers’ Conference). 
Nov. 12-20, Soochow or Hangchow, (For 
Evangelists only). 
ov. 24-Dec. 3, Foochow, (Rural and Literacy). 
Leave Foochow Dec. 4, Friday. 
Dec. 7-15, Kwangtung (Home, N.C.C.R.E. of 
F.Y.M.) 
Laymen's Appraisal Commission 
The Appraisal Commission of the Laymen's Foreign 
Missions 4 at finished its work in North China on 
April 23rd. The Commissioners, proceeding by various 
routes, reassembled at Nara, Japan, on April 27th and 
spent until May 6th in daily conference to report their 
impressions of China and to forriulate tentative findings. 
They then plunged into their study of the enterprise in 
Japan, which occupied their time until June 9th when 
they sailed for Honolulu, where they plan to spend two 
weeks in furthering the preparation of their findings. 
They are due to arrive in San Francisco on July 6th. 
Dr. Butterfield’s Report on the Rural Church 
The Rural Mission of the Church in Eastern Asia, 
the latest publication of the International Missionary 
Council, consists of the report and recommendations by 
Dr. Kenyon L. Butterfield, the Counsellor on Rural 
Work, on the Christian work in the rural fields of the 
Far East. It is the result of a year’s field study of the 
rural work in China, the Philippines, Korea and Japan. 
It contains not only Dr. Butterfield’s expert observations 
and stimulating suggestions, but also the considered 
opinions of a large number of rural leaders in those 
countries. 
In 1930 while studying the rural work in India, Dr. 
Butterfield advocated the Rural Reconstruction Unit 
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as a philosophy and modus operandi for the rural 
uplift in India. After having conferred with a large 
number of rural workers in China, he proposed the 
term of the Rural Community Parish as the central 
feature of rural reconstruction. Later when he visiied 
ihe Philippines, he came face to face with the very thing 
which he advocated for India aad China, in the Kural 
Church of Guihuingan (Chapter 14). 


Whether or not one agrees with all of Dr. Butter- 
field’s recommendations, one cannot help find his rural 
philosophy stimulating, his proposed rural community 
parish challenging and his fundamentals for the building 
up of a rural Christian civilization illuminating. After 
over a hundred years of Christian work in China, we are 
still seeking a way out for the rural Church. Will the 
rural community parish be the way out? Only time can 
tell, but it certainly points to the right direction. All 
those who are interested in the future of the Chinese 
Church and that of the Chinese people can ill afford 
to miss Dr. Butterfield’s Report It may be obtained 
from the N.C.C. office for $3.00 per copy. The available 
supply is quite limited. 

F. L. C. 


Edinburgh House Press 


Announcement has been received of the publication 
of the “Advance List“ program which includes Basil 
Mathews’ “The Clash of World Forces,” the first volume 
of the “Friendly Books” and twelve additional titles m 
the “Torch Adventure Library.” A cordial reception 
was afforded to the new publications, especially to the 
“Clash of World Forces” which is now in its thirteth 
thousand. We are happy to mention that Mr. Mathews 
is writing a new volume of Yarns on men whose services 
to mankind have made them famous. 

Publications of the Edinburgh House Press may be 
procured through the Kwang Hsuch Publishing House, 
44 Peking Road or directly from Edinburgh House, 2 
Eaton Gate, Sloane Square, London, S. W. I. 


Movements of Secretaries 


Mr. Lobenstine attended a meeting of the Board 
of Managers of Nanking University, May 18-19 and 
on his return to Shanghai left at once for Europe via 
Canada by the Empress of Asia, May 23. Hes due 
in Cherbourg June 21 and will be in attendance at the 
meeting of the International Missionary Council July 
23 to July 4 inclusive, as one of the representatives 
of the National Christian Council of China. Dr. C. L. 
Hsia, at present first secretary of the Chinese Legation 
in London but for many years a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee and Treasurer of the N. C. C., will 
be the other delegate in attendance for part of the 
mecting. Mr. Lobenst-ne is expected to return to 
China early in September. 


Dr. C. S. Miao sailed May 31 by the President 
Madison en route to attend the meeting of the World's 
Sunday School Associat.on at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
as the representative of the N.C.C.R.E. After the Rio 
Conference he will spend two months in special in- 
vestigations in the United States, 


Dr. Tsui and Mr. Rees left Shanghai June 7 for 
Manchuria in connection with the preparations for 
Dr. Jones’ meetings at Moukden. They expect to re- 
turn to Shanghai shortly after the publication of this 
bulletin. | 
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Messrs. F. L. Chang and T. H. Sun started for 
Szechwan on a through steamer on June 14 expecting 
to participate in an institute at Chengtu beginning 
July 3 in which special emphasis will be given to 
rural work and Literary in connection with the Five 
Year Movement. After completing his share in this 
institute Mr. Sun is expecting to proceed to Shansi 
via Hankow while, Mr. Chang remains somewhat 
longer in Chengtu in follow-up work. 


Dr. Tsui and Mr. Cio visited Nanking at the end 
of May to prepare for Dr. Jones’ visit and Mr. Rees 
made a week-end visit to Ningpo at the same time on 
a similar errand. | 

Miss Kuan and Miss Stallings attended a city in- 
stitute at Wusih June 1-5 on home work and religious 
education for children. Miss Kuan will be sailing for 
the United States about the middle of August for two 
peers of study at the Pendle Hill school, Wallingford, 

a., of which Dr. H. T. Hodgkin, formerly a secretary 
of the N.C.C., is director. Miss Stallings is compelled 
by the depletion of the staff of her mission to return 
to a very important church work in Soochow, terminat- 
ing a year of most successful service under the N.C.C. 
Deep appreciation of the work of these two ladies was 
expressed by the Executive Committee at its recent 
meeting. 

Prof. J. B. Tayler will be leaving the office of 
the Council during the summer for work in the north. 
While no longer able to give full time service to this 
work, it is hoped that in his new position he will be 
able to continue to serve the enterprises fostered by 


Neighbors 


The National Christian Council as an agency for 
co-operative Christian work, rejoices in the handsome 
buildings recently occupied within a block of the Mis- 
sions Building, as the headquarters of sister and mem- 
ber organizations. In January the twin buildings of 
the China Baptist Publication Society, numbered 27 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, and of the Christian Literature 
Society numbered 19 Museum Road, were occupied by 
these societies and were shortly filled not only by their 
new tenants, but by refugees from the war zone. Work 
on the building of the National Committee of the 
Y.W.C.A, at 19 Yuen Ming Yuen Road was more ham- 
pered by the disturbed conditions and this was not oc- 
cupied until March Ist. These three nine-story struc- 
tures complete a group of headquarters for Christian 
work which is perhaps unique in the world. Within an 
area of less than one block from north to south and 
two short blocks from cast to west, are to be found 
the Missions Building, housing the National Christian 
Council and about thirty other Christian organizations, 
the National headquarters of the Y.M.C.A. and the 
Y.W.C.A., the two buildings of the Chinese Y.M.C.A., 
another building of the Army and Navy Y.M.C.A., the 
headquarters of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and the denominational headquarters of the Southern 
Baptist organizations in which is included the School 
of Commerce of the University of Shanghai. The im- 
mediate propinquity of these structures makes possible 
a degree of fellowship in Christian service through con- 
ference hardly attainable in any other world center. Our 
heartiest congratulations to those now occupying their 
new homes and to those whose cooperation has made 
these homes possible. 
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